
 

     

    For those following these newsletters, page two lists the 

ôwordsõ Iõve been privileged to receive from the Lord over 

the last ten years.  The first six seemed to describe what 

God was doing in His church in this century; the last four 

appear to be our response.  The one for 2010 is interesting 

and challenging, and similar to òmoreó in 2008, a word of 

choice. 

   Of many scriptures that include this word, Psalm 27:14 

says it best é òwait on the Lord, be of good courage and He 

will strengthen your heart, wait , I say on the Lord.ó (KJV)  Yes, 

the word for this year is  WAIT ! 

   Of the many NT words for ôwaitõ, all point to a positive 

ending. Nelsonõs Illustrated Bible dictionary defines it best: 

the anxious, yet confident, expectation by Godõs people that the 

Lord will intervene on their behalf.  Some translations even 

replace the word with hopeó, as in Isa 40:3ñóthey that wait 

(hope) on the Lord éó. 

   The key is the difference between òwaiting onó and 

òwaiting foró.  What do I mean?  David Timms, in his book 

òSacred Waitingó, used waiters as an illustration.  A waiter 

in a high class restaurant has two main functions; presence 

and service.  We often demand that of our Lord, when in 

reality, thatõs exactly what He desires of us.  Iõm finding this 

word almost an addition to the one I received for 2005, 

òintimacyó. 

   I also liken the word to an army being prepared for war.  

Once ready, they donõt immediately rush into battle; they 

òwaitó for orders.  That seems to be the mode the church 

is in.   

   God is very active in His ôlast days churchesõ.  Much is 

happening by way of confirming ;and exposing.  Remnant 

people are being trained and strengthened, as well as  

called into more personal relationships with Him and with 

each other.  Since my last newsletter Iõve been thinking 

more and more about a statement I put forth in Decem-

ber.  The church of the future will be leaner and meaner, in 

the correct sense of that word.   

   We in America donõt know how to wait.  We 

want what we want and we want it now!  But Godõs 

in no hurry.  In fact, since the incarnation, the world 

has been waiting for the return of Christ.  Surely, 

with the increased chaos in the world, that desire is 

ever increasing. (2 Tim 2:13 NIV). 

   Much can be learned from waiting on God.  I think 

of Noah who learned endurance.  I think of Abraham 

who learned to trust.  Moses learned to die to self, 

while David learned new depths of worship.  In the 

New Testament, I see Simeon waiting to become the 

first to bless the new Messiah, and Annaõs 84 years 

in the temple waiting to see Jesus.  

   Twenty times in the gospels we find that Jesus 

withdrew to be alone with His Father.  Rest is not a 

sin (that bares repeating)!  The practice of òlisteningó 

prayer will surely bring the voice of God.   

   Again, David Timms says òwaiting is more a state 

of heart than an activ-

ityó.  Yet todayõs world 

almost demands busy-

ness.  Far too many 

pray òFather, bless my 

work FOR you.ó  But in that prayer we seek effec-

tiveness and not intimacy, empowerment and not 

desire and success but not union with Him.  

   In a closing paragraph he points out òthat scripture 

calls us to wait ON God rather than FOR God. ò He 

goes on: òtraining to wait at His table includes work, 

trust, worship, obedience, service, submission, fast-

ing, prayer, integrity, patience, hope, and the Holy 

Spiritó.  

   Hopefully, this will be a year of knowing Him 

more.  2 Tim  2:4 tells us that as soldiers, we are to 

please our commanding officer.  God is sovereign 

and active in the life of His church.  What He desires 

is for His sons and daughters to spend time with 

Him.  Wait!     Dick Sochacki 
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 2000 = Preparation é speaking of John the Bap-

tist é Mk 1:3 òa voice of one calling in the desert, 

ôPrepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths 

for Him.ó (NIV) 

  2001 = Separationé pointing to 2 disciples of 

John the Baptist é Jn 1:35-37 òThe next day John 

was there again with 2 of his disciples.  And when he 

saw Jesus passing by, he said ôLook, the Lamb of 

God!õ  And when the 2 disciples heard him say this, 

they followed Jesus.ó (NIV) 

   2002 = Simplification é the fisherman, after 

Jesus spoke on Simonõs boat and they had the great 

catch of fish é Mk 1:18 òand straightway they for-

sook (abandoned) their nets and followed 

Him.ó (KJV) 

   2003 = change é God does not change but He 

does change things é Dan 2:21a òHe changes times 

and season; He sets up kings and deposes them.  He 

gives etc.õ. (NIV) 

   2004 = Remnant é faithful but not immune é 

Rom 11:5 òSo too, at the present time, there is a 

remnant chosen by grace,ó 

   2005 = Intimacy é the words of Jesus on how 

to pray é Matt 6:6 òbut when you pray, go into 

your room, close the door and pray to your Father, 

who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is 

done in secret will reward you.ó (NIV) 

   2006 = Desperation é looking at the book of 

Job é Job 6:26 It is wonderful to speak the truth, 

but your criticisms are not based on fact.  Are you 

going to condemn me just because I impulsively 

cried out in desperation?õ (TLB) 

   2007 = Listen ... Again, the words of Jesus é 

Matt 11:15 òhe who has ears to hear let him 

hear.ó (NIV) 

   2008 = More é a word of choice, either more 

of God or more of the world é Prov 8:10 òchoose 

my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather 

than choice gold.ó (NIV) 

   2009 = Chaos é 10 different Hebrew words é 

example é Gen 1:2 And the earth was without 

form, and void; (chaos) and darkness was upon the 

face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon 

the face of the waters. (KJV) 

    
   Ps 40:1-3 I waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to 

me, and heard my cry.  2 He brought me up out of the pit of 

destruction, out of the miry clay; and He set my feet upon a 

rock making my footsteps firm.  3 And He put a new song in 

my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many will see and fear, 

and will trust in the LORD. (NAS) 

   Notice our part: all we need do is òwaitó.   

¶ While we wait, God turns (inclines His ear), hears, and 

brings us up from the pit and the clay.  The Holy Spirit 

revealed to me that a pit is the messes others get us 

into, while the clay is the messes we get ourselves 

into.   

¶ Anyway, God then puts us on a rock (Jesus, our foun-

dation) and gives us direction (firm footsteps).    

¶ All this, and He puts a new song in our mouth (the 

only place in all of scripture that He does this).   

¶ Then, because of what He does in the background, we 

become a living testimony as to the His goodness to 

man.   

   The flow of a prophetic word   

from 1999 to 2010  
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  (from our archives: How does God speak to us?)  

1. Audible voice é Gen 1:29 & Exod 3:14 

2. Angels é Gen 15:7 & Heb 13:2 

3. Visions é Gen 15:1 

4. Spirit to spirit é Gen 41:38 & Jud 3:10 

5. Dreams é Gen 20:3 

6. Written word é Deut 5:5 & Rev 19:13 

7. Prophets é Gen 20:7 & Numb 12:6 

8. Gifts of the Spirit é 1 Co4 12:4-11 

9. Conscience é 2 Sam 24:10 & Ps 32 

10. Circumstances Gen 4:2 & Gen 4:25 

11. Experiences é various scriptures 

12. Godly counselors é various scriptures 

13. Those in authority é Heb 13:17 

14. Chastisement é Deut 8:5 & Prov 3:12 

15. Judgment é Exod 12:12 & Gen 3:16 

16. Miracles é John 2:1-11 

 2010 = Wait  

(A Mini ð sermon)  



 As We Get Older  

Even more to think about!  

   òYou canõt help getting older, but 

you donõt have to get old.ó 

 George Burns on his 97th birthday 

A SMILE AND A LESSON  

 Advice to a Youth Pastor  

        

     A father took his children to a local restaurant.  When 

they sat down, his 6 year old asked if he could say grace?   

     As they bowed our heads, he said, ñGod is good.  God is 
great.  Thank you for the food, and I would even thank you 
more if Mom gets us ice cream for desert.  With liberty and 

justice for all.ò 

     Along with the laughter of some customers nearby, they 
heard a woman remark, ñThatôs whatôs wrong with this coun-
try.  Kids today donôt even know how to pray.  Asking God 

for ice cream!  Why I never!ò 

     Hearing this, his son burst into tears and asked, ñDid I do 
it wrong?  Is God mad a me?.ò Dad held him and assured 
him that he had done a terrific job, and God was certainly 
not mad at him.  Then an elderly man approached the table, 
winked at the boy, and said, ñI happen to know that God 

thought that yours was a great prayer. 

     ñReally?ò the boy exclaimed.  ñCross my heart,ò said the 
man.  Then, in a theatrical whisper, he added (indicating the 
woman whose remark started the whole thing).  ñToo bad 
she never asked God for ice cream.  A little ice cream is 

good for the soul sometimes.ò 

     Naturally, the father bought his children ice cream at the 
end of their meal.  The little boy stared at his for a moment, 
and then did something that no one in that restaurant would 

ever forget. 

    He pick us his sundae, and without a word, walked over 
and placed it in front of the woman in the next booth.  With a 
big smile he told her, ñHere, this is for you. Ice cream is good 

for the soul sometimes, soul is good. ñ 

   A Story: 

   A man and his wife were approaching their 75th birth-

days, and for the most part, both were healthy.  One eve-

ning, as they got into bed, he noticed his wife taking extra 

time smoothing out her nightgown.  She then pulled the 

cover down  and was smoothing them out.  Finally, she 

turned and did the same thing to her pillow. 

   He watched her for awhile, and then asked, òWhat are 

you doing?ó 

   òWell,ó she replied.  òI donõt like to sleep on wrinkles.ó 

   He smiled and said, òAt our age, how can we avoid it?ó 

 Pastor Resource for this quarter 

Pastor Retreat Network  

Delafield, Wisconsin 

www.pastorsretreatnetwork.org 

   Offers 5 day retreats in secluded locations across the 

country that provide an environment for prayer, reflection 

and fellowship to refocus oneõs commitment and relation-

ship to God and spouse.  Self-directed programs; no coun-

seling. 

    Bible Curiosities  

 

Shortest chapter in the Bible   =   Psalm 117 

Longest chapter in the Bible    =   Psalm 119 

Center chapter in the Bible     =   Psalm 118 

¶ There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 

chapters after Psalm 118 

¶ Together they equal 1188 

The center verse in the Bible   =  Psalm 118:8 

    The next time someone needs to know Godõs perfect 

will for their lives, direct them to this verse: 

  òIt is better to trust in the Lord than to put confi-

dence in manó. 

Something more to think about!  

Preaching should leave people feeling 

more good about their God than about 

themselves. 

      A older minister was counseling a young youth leader.  
ñYou will soon discover, ñ he said, ñthat in nearly every youth 
group there will be one who is always eager and ready to 
argue.  Your first impulse will be to silence him.  I advise you 

to think carefully before doing so. 

     He probably is the only one listening.ò 

Something to think about!  

The Phrase òfear notó is found 

exactly 365 times in the Bible; 

one for every day of the year. 
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